


Peregrine
There is plenty of prey on the
sea cliffs for this powerful falcon,
which takes its prey on the wing,
stooping steeply with closed
wings and at great speed.
On impact it knocks out its prey
with its feet.

guillemot

Guillemot  (aak)
Guillemots nest in densely
packed colonies on inaccessible
cliff ledges and lay a single
pear-shaped egg directly on to
the bare rock. They feed their
chicks on sand eels, diving
down as deep as 140m to catch
their prey and using their wings
for swimming and their tails
as rudders.

Black Guillemot  (tystie)
Tysties nest in nooks or
crannies in the rock-face or
under boulders at the foot of
the cliff, avoiding the precarious
perches of their guillemot
cousins. They eat a wide variety
of sea creatures including
butterfish, rockling and
crustaceans.

black guillemot

Fulmar  (mallimack)
These very long-lived birds
usually nest near the top of the
cliff, laying a single white egg,
which hatches into an attractive
fluffy grey chick. It is never a
good idea to get too close to
fulmar chicks, or their parents,
as they spit a foul-smelling oil
as a form of defence!

fulmar

Kittiwake  (kittick)
Kittiwakes, like guillemots, nest
on precarious ledges in vast
colonies, building a small nest
for their 2 spotted eggs. In April
and May they can be seen
collecting nest materials from
lochs and grassy cliff tops.

kittiwake

Shag  (skarfie)
Look out for skarfies standing on
rocks with their wings held out to
dry. Their feathers have been
modified to allow air to escape and
water to penetrate the plumage,
which makes for more efficient
underwater swimming. However it
also means the feathers become
waterlogged and must be spread out
to dry.

shag

Razorbill  (aak)
At first glance razorbills look
quite similar to guillemots, until
you look at their bills. Razorbills
have a much heavier, deeper bill
with conspicuous white lines.

razorbill

Arctic Tern  (pickie terno)
These slender, swallow-like birds
nest in colonies on the heath and
are fiercely protective of their
chicks, attacking any intruders
with their sharp pointed bills.
They feed their chicks exclusively
on sand eels and the availability
of this fish is crucial to their
breeding success. arctic tern

Acrtic Skua  (scootie allen)
These agile, graceful birds are
the pirates of the seas, feeding
by stealing fish from other
birds, especially terns and
kittiwakes. Like arctic terns
these birds winter in the
southern hemisphere, returning
to Orkney in mid-April to breed
on the maritime heath.

great skua

Puffin  s(tammie norie)
Puffins like to nest in
burrows, digging them
with their sharp claws or
using old rabbit burrows.
They usually mate for life
and return to the same
burrow each year.

puffin

peregrine

Great Skua  (bonxie)
The bonxie is a more powerful
but less agile version of the
arctic skua. It has the same
thieving habit of stealing fish
from other birds, even from
birds as big as gannets, but it
will also kill other seabirds and
steal eggs and chicks.

arctic skua
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